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It is necessary now to resort to satyagraha. As a first step in
the campaign, every Indian should write a letter requesting that the
application made by him voluntarily be returned. He should ask
for the application and the other documents to be returned to him,
or sent to the Association, I attach herewith a specimen letter1.
Here, everyone is in high spirits and prepared to resume the
fight.
Ask everyone there to keep up their courage. For the present,
no one must correspond with the Permit Office or even ask for
registers2, etc. Those without licences should continue their
business fearlessly after tendering the licence fee.
Those who are prosecuted under the new law will be defended
by Mr. Gandhi free of charge, exactly as was done earlier.3
It should be assumed that all of us are again without registers,
ESSOP MIA
Mr. Essop Mia is improving rapidly. He can now sit up in a chair.
He has a gum plaster on his nose and the wound troubles him a little. The
arm and other parts of the body where he was injured still hurt. A
large number of persons call on him every day to ask after his health.
He is now able to converse with them fairly comfortably. Mr. Phillips
and Mr. Doke have been to see him a few times. He has also been
receiving letters of sympathy from a number of towns.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 30-5-1908
153.  SARVODATA[-III]
ROOTS OF TRUTH
It usually happens that, if the master is a man of sense and energy,
the servant works hard enough, under pressure; it also happens that, if
the master is indolent and weak, the performance of the servant is
not of the best in quality or quantity. But the true law is that, if we
compare two masters of equal intelligence, the servant of the one who is
sympathetically inclined will work better than that of the other who is
not so inclined.
It may be argued that this principle does not quite hold, since
kindness and indulgence are sometimes rewarded with their opposites.
The servant becomes unmanageable. But the argument is neverthe-
1 This is not available,
2 The reference here may be to applications for voluntary registration.
3 Gandhiji first announced his resolve to defend satyagrahis in a court of law
free of charge in September, 1906. Vide Vol. V, p. 474.